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ID TOOLS



Key issues facing billfish species 

Identification in the Indian Ocean:

1. Confusion between the marlin species

2. Use of common names that vary among areas and 

countries

3. These issues lead to the aggregation of billfish 

into broader categories other than specific
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Kajikia audax



STRIPED MARLIN (MLS)
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Istiompax indica



BLACK MARLIN (BLM)
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BLUE MARLIN (BUM)
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Difference between 

Swordfish and marlins

Feature Swordfish (Xiphias gladius)
Marlins (Makaira, Kajikia, Tetrapturus, 

Istiophorus)

Bill 
(rostrum)

Long, very flat, broad and sword-like (flattened 
in cross-section)

Long, round and pointed (cylindrical in cross-
section)

Dorsal fins Only one dorsal fin (low, long, without spines)
Two dorsal fins (first tall/pointed, second much 

smaller)

Pelvic fins Absent (no pelvic fins at all) Present (very long and thin filaments in marlins)

Scales & 
skin

Adults almost scaleless, smooth skin Covered with small embedded scales

Caudal 
peduncle

No lateral keels, only a single median keel on 
each side

Two strong lateral keels on each side

Eyes Very large, adapted for deep diving Proportionally smaller

Body 
profile

Robust, laterally compressed, “naked” look More streamlined, with visible finlets

Size Up to 4.5 m, >500 kg
Varies by species (blue marlin up to 4 m, striped ~3 

m, sailfish smaller)

Field memo
Flat, broad sword-shaped bill + no pelvic fins + single dorsal fin → Swordfish

Round pointed bill + pelvic fins + two dorsal fins + caudal keels → Marlin



IOTC (2022)











THANKS

QUESTIONS?
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